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To the Members and Friends of Peace Lutheran Church: 

  

Peace Lutheran Church has been worshiping in person since June and resumed serving Holy Communion in 

September. We have not yet resumed singing. As a congregation whose membership is primarily in the “at risk” 

group, we are being very careful, and plans are designed to ensure the safety of those coming to worship. 

 

Our goal continues to be to minimize the potential spread of infection.  As scientists learn more about the 

coronavirus, how it is transmitted and what is a safe practice, our worship methods will continue to be adjusted.  Over 

time, we will have to develop ways of worshiping that recognize we will be living with this disease long term.  The 

long-term goal is safe practices that minimize risk.  

  

Below are the Worship Committee’s recommendations that have been approved by the Church Council. 

 Church Council Members will continue to serve as Outside Greeters, and they will be wearing masks or face 
coverings to prevent the spread of saliva. 

 Those who attend worship are asked to fill out a COVID-19 Contact Tracing Card in case there is an 
outbreak linked to the congregation. Nametags and Friendship Registers will not be used at this time. These 
will be phased in as time goes by. 

 In keeping with the Governor’s order, facemasks are required for anyone attending worship.  A supply of 
masks will be on hand if a person does not have one.   

 There will no longer be an Inside Greeter at the Sanctuary Doors.  The Inside Greeter will staff the Welcome 
Center Desk and be wearing a mask or face covering. 

 An Usher will be stationed at the Sanctuary Doors and will distribute the worship bulletins while wearing a 
mask and gloves. 

 Offerings will be collected by placing an offering plate on a stand in the center aisle of the Sanctuary.  An 
Usher will not collect the offering to avoid multiple hands touching the same surface.  This practice has 
worked well for Wednesday night worship during Advent and Lent. 

 Every other pew will be roped off, and individuals will be asked to sit six feet apart.  Nuclear families may sit 
together; otherwise social distancing will be the norm. 

 Notices about seating policy will be printed in the worship bulletin, in the monthly Newsletter, and in 
Monday’s “This Week at Peace.”  

 Singing will be postponed as we resume worship; music will be provided and worshipers will be encouraged 
to meditate on the words.  Studies have shown that singing produces aerosols which remain in the air for 
longer periods of time.  Singing will be introduced at a later date. 

 Holy Communion has now resumed. Worshipers wishing to commune are asked to proceed to the outside 
aisle as their pew is dismissed. They are to maintain social distancing as they approach the Pastor and 
Communion Assistant at the front of the church. Pastor will serve the wafers using tongs and gloves, and 
there will be extra spacing in the trays for the individual wine cups. After receiving Holy Communion, 
worshippers are asked return to the pews via the center aisle. Pastor will bless the entire congregation after 
everyone has communed.  

 The Sharing of the Peace has been reintroduced.  The Peace will be shared by a modified wave, placing a 
hand over one’s heart, or a simple verbal response.  There will be no person-to-person contact. 

 At the end of worship, the ushers will dismiss attendees by rows.  Dismissal will be directed toward the 
aisles at the outer edge of the Sanctuary to avoid congestion in the center aisle. 

 The Pastor will not stand at the Sanctuary doors to greet people after worship.  Worshipers will be 
encouraged to leave the narthex and proceed to the outdoors. 

 Outside Greeters will also serve at the end of worship by holding the Narthex doors open to facilitate the 
flow of people to outside. 
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 Mingling in the narthex or hallway before or after worship is discouraged.  Visiting can occur outside on the 
front lawn or in the parking lot, observing the six-foot social distancing guidelines.  Hand Sanitizer stands will 
be available in the Narthex and Fellowship Hall for people who desire to sanitize their hands.  As restrictions 
are lifted and we learn how to worship anew, singing will resume with modifications.   

  
I realize that not all of these changes will be embraced by every member. We will all have to give a little to allow our 
congregation to gather.  I realize that these changes will make it awkward for all of us, and some may choose to stay 
home instead of participating with these new recommendations.  We will continue to livestream on Facebook and 
YouTube for those who are unable to attend in person.   
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Steve 

 


