
  

Peace Lutheran Church 
St. Joseph MI 
 

Worship with Communion  
Sunday, December 5, 2021 
10:15am 
Second Sunday of Advent 
 

The purpose of Peace Lutheran Church is to express by  
Word and Deed the Love of God revealed in Jesus Christ  
to those within and to those outside its fellowship. 
 
Peace Lutheran is striving to conduct as “normal” a worship service as possible while taking into account the 
need for health measures within the larger community. 
 
Bold Print: Congregation’s responses 
 

Prelude     
 

Announcements 
 
Order for Confession (please stand as you are able)  
 
The days are coming, says the Lord, when God’s promises to Israel and Judah will be 
fulfilled. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, in the name of the Father, the Son, 
+ and the Holy Spirit (Jeremiah 33:14) 

Amen. 
The Lord Proclaimed, “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before 
me.” Let us take this time to examine ourselves, asking for forgiveness for the things which 
we have done that are not pleasing to the Lord and the things which we have neglected.  

Malachi 3:1) 
                              (silence for reflection and personal confession) 
 
God of Grace, we confess that we have not been attentive to the urgent call to prepare 
for the coming of your Son. Prepare our hearts to follow Jesus in doing your holy will. 
Forgive us, we pray, and shape our lives according to the cross of Christ who has called 
us to walk in his ways. Restore us to a right relationship with you through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
In the name of Jesus, God’s only Son who came to do the will of his Father, you are forgiven. 
By Christ’s holy sacrifice your sins are wiped clean and you are made right with our heavenly 
Father. Rejoice in this free gift and take it to heart. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn  My Lord, What a Morning! 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ for whom we wait, the love of the Father who will 
never let us go, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
Lord have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 

Lord have mercy.  
 

Let us pray … 
God of righteousness, refine and purify our lives through the power of your Holy 
Spirit so that we might boldly and faithfully prepare the way for the coming of 
your Son, Jesus, our Savior and Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.  
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

The First Lesson:  Malachi 3:1-7b  
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire 
and like fullers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in 
righteousness to the Lord. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. Then I will draw near to you for 
judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against 
those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the 
widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear 
me, says the Lord of hosts. For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of 
Jacob, are not consumed. From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my 
statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of 
hosts.” 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 66:1-12  
Be joyful in God, all you lands; sing the glory of his name; sing the glory of his praise. 
Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! because of your great strength your 
enemies cringe before you. 
All the earth bows down before you, sings to you, sings out your name.” 
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Come now and see the works of God, how wonderful he is in his doing toward all 
people. 
He turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the water on foot, and there 
we rejoiced in him. 
In his might he rules forever; his eyes keep watch over the nations; let no rebel rise 
up against him. 
Bless our God, you peoples; make the voice of his praise to be heard; 
Who holds our souls in life, and will not allow our feet to slip. 
For you, O God, have proved us; you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
You brought us into the snare; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; but you brought 
us out into a place of refreshment. 
I will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my vows, which I 
promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
 

The Second Lesson: Philippians 1:2-11  
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God 
in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my 
prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion 
at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold 
you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment 
and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I yearn 
for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is my prayer that your love may 
abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve 
what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit 
of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation (please stand as you are able) 

The Gospel Lesson: Luke 3:1-20 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third Chapter 
Glory be to you O Lord. 
 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 
Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region 
of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood 
of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah 
the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall 
be made low, and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become 
level ways, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” He said therefore to the 
crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the 
trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.” And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, 
“Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to 
do likewise.” Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what 
shall we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” 
Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not 
extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your 
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wages.” As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, John answered them all, saying, “I 
baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So with many other 
exhortations he preached good news to the people. But Herod the tetrarch, who had been 
reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that Herod 
had done, added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to You, O Christ. (please be seated) 
 

Sermon     
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Hymn of the Day    On Jordan’s Banks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Nicene Creed (please stand as you are able)    
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
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He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church  

Let us pray …   
Each petition concludes: Lord in your mercy,  Hear our prayer.  

 
The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Choir   “God’s Peace”  
        

Offertory   Create in Me 
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Offertory Prayer 
Loving God, we give you thanks for the generous gifts you have first given us. May 
that which we offer to you, come joyfully from our hearts and be pleasing in your 
sight. Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, and salutary… we praise your Name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come; thy will 
be done; on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  (please be seated) 
 

Distribution 
(When directed by the usher, please come forward to receive Holy Communion. All who are 
baptized and commune in their home church are welcome at the Lords’ Table. Children are 
welcome to come forward for a blessing.) 
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Choir   “Bring Us Hope” 
 
Post-Communion Canticle  (please stand as you are able) 

Thank the Lord 

Post-Communion Prayer 

 

Benediction   
As you go from this place, remember that with God, nothing is impossible. May God 
the Father, Son, + and Holy Spirit go before you, beside you, and with you wherever 
you go. (Luke 1:37) 
Amen. 
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Closing Hymn           

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God. 
(You are invited to remain seated until the ushers dismiss your row.) 

 
Postlude   

 

 
Lessons for Next Week:  

Zephaniah 3:14-20; Psalm 85; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 7:18-35 
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Summary Worship Attendance & Giving 

Attendance Total this Week: 37 
Facebook views: 28  YouTube Views: 3 

Sunday: $3,610 Simply Giving:$100 Total Giving: $3,710 
Thanksgiving Eve Service: $137.52 

Major Repairs and Maintenance: $ Memorials: $ Soup Kitchen: $ 

Total Operating Fund Giving: $3,847.52 Weekly Budget need: $3,938 
Over/(Under) Budget: ($90.48) 

 
 
 

We are collecting new toys 
for Mosaic Toy Store so local 
families who can’t afford to 
shop for their children this 

holiday season will have the 
chance. Toy donations will 
be collected in the narthex 
until Thusday, December 
9th. Thank you so much for 
your continued generosity to 

our community! 
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Prayer Requests 

December Birthdays  
2 Marilyn Riley  
5 Laurie Quardokus 
7 Josh Lochner  
9 Jesse Spiker 
10 Larry Coffey 
12 Sharon Schmidt 
22 Olivia Carpenter 
24 Marilyn Hettig  
31 Jerry Schlutt  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December Anniversaries 
1 James & Elaine 
 Chartrand 
11 Larry & Karen 
 Coffey 
 
 
The shut - ins  

Leona Barowicz 
Andrea Barowicz 
Thomas Boozer 
Harold Lick 
Ruth Retzke 
Gloria Siewert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Requests  
Debbie Bartels 
(pancreatic cancer) 

David Darato 
(pacemaker) 

Penny Lagergren 
(recovery after near drowning) 
Rick Lowe 
(Covid/pneumonia)  
Denise Mahler 
(surgery) 

Juli Nurbhai 
(brain tumor) 
Pastor Eric & Ruth Rauch 
(prayer for healing) 
Matthew Solak 
(eye internal bleeding) 
Cliff Tallman 
(open heart surgery) 

Gary Walker 
(Back surgery) 
Joyce White 
(cancer) 

 
 

Preacher: Pastor Steve Hartten 
Organist:  Maria Tallman     
Choir Director: Debbie Kroening 
Audio: Josh Lochner, Mark Carpenter                 
Video: Bryan Sorensen, Jacob Tallman    
Usher: Wayne Schuermann 
Altar Guild: Beverly So 
Communion: Marty Tallman 
Welcome Center: Ginger Kunst 
Lector: Shari Schmidt 
Outdoor Greeters: Bryan Sorensen & Bob Phillips 



16 

(269) 556-7000                                                                                 

Monday-Friday, 9 AM to 12 noon

PeaceLutheranStJoe@sbcglobal.net                                 

www.PeaceLutheranStJoe.org                      

Peace Lutheran Church NALC
 

Senior Pastor Wade Turner         
               office:  (269) 556-7000    cell: (260) 492-3036     email:  pastorpeacestjoe@gmail.com 
Staff Pastor Ronald Schmidt         home:  (269) 983-2590 
 

   

Sunday: Worship 10:15 AM                               Wednesday: Worship 7:00 PM 
Sunday:  Children’s Church 10:15 AM 

      

Sunday 9:00 AM—”Growing in Christ” Series, Adult, Teen and Youth Studies 
Wednesday   5:30 PM—Teen Study (Pastor Wade)   
                  6:00 PM—”Genesis” Bible Study (Pastor Ron) 
Thursday  8:00 AM– Men’s Ministry (Pastor Ron) 
 

We love children in Worship!  If you have a child who becomes restless, it’s okay.  If you feel 
the need, you may step behind the glass wall at the back of the church, or use the Classroom C, 
(the third classroom), which is set up with comfy couches and rocking chairs to provide a calm 
environment.  Live video is provided so you won’t miss any of the service.  Ask an usher if you 
need assistance. 
 

Communion is celebrated the second and fourth Sunday and Wednesday of each month.  Addi-
tional communion services may be added during special seasons such as Advent and Lent.  All 
are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are baptized in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is truly 
present in, with and under the forms of bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, life and salva-
tion. White grape juice and gluten free wafers are available. 

 
Large print bulletins and assistive listening devices are available for each service, for assistance 
please speak to an usher.  To request a DVD of the service contact Jim Damaske: 428-0711 

 
Portions of bulletin text © 2011 Sola Publishing, solapublishing.org Sola Publishing, PO Box 521,  Maple Lake, MN  

Logo and art by Sola Publishing, permission granted to reproduce these pages for local congregational use. 
Hymns printed with permission under agreement with One License.  

Liturgical Music copyright 1995 Morning Star Music Publishers, used with permission. 

(269) 556-7000                                                                                

  Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

PeaceLutheranStJoe@sbcglobal.net                                 

 www.PeaceLutheranStJoe.org                      

Peace Lutheran Church NALC
 

Senior Pastor Steve Hartten home: (269) 281-0307  cell: (303) 638-7598  
 e-mail: pastorpeacestjoe@gmail.com  
Staff Pastor Ronald Schmidt  home:  (269) 983-2590  cell: (269) 930-1514 
 

Sunday: 10:15 a.m.  

   

Monday: 7p.m. - Fellowship Committee 
Tuesday:    6:45 p.m. - Bible Study - Gospel of Mark 
Wednesday: 7 p.m. - Mid-Week Advent Service 
Thursday: 7:45 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study 
       11:45 a.m. - Choir to sing at Senior Center 
        7 p.m. - Prayer Meeting via Zoom 
 

We love children in Worship!  If you have a child who becomes restless, it’s okay.  If you feel 
the need, you may step behind the glass wall at the back of the church, or use the Nursery, (the 
third classroom), which is set up with comfy couches and rocking chairs to provide a calm envi-
ronment.  Live video is provided so you won’t miss any of the service.  Ask an usher if you need 
assistance. 
 

All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are baptized in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is 
truly present in, with and under the forms of bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, life and 
salvation. White grape juice is available. 
 

 
Portions of bulletin text © 2016 Sola Publishing, solapublishing.org Sola Publishing, PO Box 521,  Maple Lake, MN  

Logo and art by Sola Publishing, permission granted to reproduce these pages for local congregational use. 
Hymn Words and Music reprinted under OneLicense A – 722704.  All rights reserved. 

 
GRANT OF LICENSE. Peace Lutheran Church is granted a non-exclusive, non-transferable license during the term of the 

agreement to publicly play, perform, and transmit via the website noted above, any musical composition controlled by one or 
more of the domestic Performing Rights Organizations (ASCAP, BMI and SESAC), as stated in the CCS WORSHIPcast License 

Terms and Conditions. 


