
Peace Lutheran Church 
St. Joseph MI 
 

Worship  
Sunday, July 12, 2020 - 10:15 a.m. 
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

The purpose of Peace Lutheran Church is to express by  
Word and Deed the Love of God revealed in Jesus Christ  
to those within and to those outside its fellowship. 
 

Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church, we are so glad to worship with you!  During this unusual time, we ask 
that you follow some safety guidelines to maintain the health of our members.  Please wear a mask to 
prevent the spread of infection as we learn to live with the COVID-19 virus.  Please maintain six feet of 
distance while seated unless you are members of a nuclear family.  At the conclusion of worship, please 
socialize outside in the parking lot or the front lawn while observing social distancing.  These temporary 
measures will be relaxed as government regulations permit. If you have not already done so, please fill out 
an attendance form at the Welcome Center in case contact tracing is necessary. 

 
Prelude 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Order for Confession and Forgiveness 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who 
is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:8-9) 
 

Most merciful God,  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We 
have not loved you with our whole heart, we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us, forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a 
called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
(2 Cor. 13:14) 

And also with you. 

 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God 
and Father:  we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only 
Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:  You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.  You 
are seated at the right hand of the Father:  receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you 
alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 
the Father.  Amen. 
 



Let us pray … 
Heavenly Father, scatter the seed of your word in our hearts. Grant that it may be received in joy, 
sprout and bear the fruits of your mercy as we grow in faith, hope, and love. Then send us into your 
world to scatter the seeds of your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

The First Lesson: Isaiah 55:10–13  
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes 
out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall 
succeed in the thing for which I sent it. “For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains 
and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make 
a name for the Lord, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

  
Psalm 65  
Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, and to you shall vows be performed. 
O you who hear prayer, to you shall all flesh come. 
When iniquities prevail against me, you atone for our transgressions. 
Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts! 
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, the holiness of your temple! 
By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, 
O God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas; 
the one who by his strength established the mountains, being girded with might; 
who stills the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples, 
so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe at your signs. 
You make the going out of the morning and the evening to shout for joy. 
You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it; 
the river of God is full of water; you provide their grain, for so you have prepared it. 
You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges,  
softening it with showers, and blessing its growth. 
You crown the year with your bounty;  
your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. 
The pastures of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy, 
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with grain, 
they shout and sing together for joy. 

 
The Second Lesson: Romans 8:12–17  
So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. For if you live according to the 
flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led 
by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs 
with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.  
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. (John 6:68) 

 
 



The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Thirteenth Chapter  
Glory be to you O Lord. 
 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. And great crowds gathered about him, so 
that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things 
in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds 
came and devoured them. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and                  
immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, but when the sun rose they were scorched. And    
since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He who 
has ears, let him hear.” ... “Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what    
was sown along the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and          
immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or 
persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. As for what was sown among thorns,      
this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word,   
and it proves unfruitful. As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and                  
understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another       
thirty.”   
 
This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise be to You, O Christ.  
(please be seated) 

 
Sermon 
 
Music 

 
The Apostles’ Creed  (please stand as you are able)    
 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of the Church  

Let us pray …   
Each petition concludes: Lord in your mercy,  Hear our prayer.  
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.   
 



Benediction   
The LORD bless you and keep you.  The LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The 
LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. (Numbers 6: 24-26) 
Amen. 

 
Assisting with Worship: 
Worship Leader: Pastor Steve Hartten 
Organist: Maria Tallman  
Choir Director: Debbie Kroening  
Audio: Josh Lochner, Mark Carpenter 
Livestream: Bryan Sorensen 
Lector: Shawn Cahill 
Welcome Center: Heidi Sorensen 

 
Here's What's Happening This Week: 
Tuesday: Prayer Group - 7 p.m. 
Thursday: Newsletter Articles Due 
Sunday: Worship - 10:15 a.m. 
 

Prayer Requests 

Birthdays    
25 James Priebe   
25 Jane Wilson   
 
Anniversaries 
14 Kevin & Shelly Fitzpatrick 
14 Marilyn & Bernie Riley  
 
Those in the  
military  
Chad Knipschild 
 
The shut - in  
Marian Hogue  
Ruth Retzke 
Betty Robbins 
Roger and Elaine Sirk 
Mildred Wantz 
 

Prayer Requests  
Grace DeBest 
(leukemia) 
Delores Gaul 
(health concerns) 
Frank Gaul 
(on-going health concerns) 
Brett Genovese 
(cancer) 
Tom Hildebrand 
(shingles and bowel infection) 
Penny Lagergren 
(recovery after near drowning) 
Sandy Landis 
(cancer surgery) 
Mary McGee 
(recovery following house fire)  
 Darlene McLaughlin 
(kidney failure) 

Juli Nurbhai 
(brain tumor) 
Ben Peters 
(bone marrow transplant) 
Jerry Pliley 
(recovery following surgery) 
Betty Robbins 
(hospice) 
Jerry Schlutt 
(stroke) 
Roger Shanahan 
(stroke/cerebral hemorrhage) 
Nick and Sue Youdell 
(health concerns) 
Eddie Zajac 
(leg amputation) 
Carrie Zellers 
(liver cancer)  
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